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Abraham Lincoln (Political figure)
Abraham Lincoln was an American lawyer who was the 16th President of the US from March 1861 until he was assassinated in April 1865.  Abraham Lincoln led the US military through the Civil War against the south which was the nation’s most violent war and one of the major turning points in history. Also, he is known to have abolished slavery, preserved union, strengthened the federal government, and modernized the economy. He was also a successful lawyer in the United States of America.
Thomas Paine (Philosopher)
Thomas Paine was a philosopher and an author of one of the most widely read documents who lived from 1737 to 1809. He was one of the more radical members of the intellectuals behind the American Revolution. He campaigned for independence before anyone else by making use of enlighten notions of the rights of the ruled. Also, Paine helped in putting down in writing the history of the US.
Whitney Houston (Artist)	
Whitney Houston gained fame in the 1980s when she became one of the first African-American female artists to gain regular rotation on MTV. Houston was born in 1968 and passed on February 2012. She supported various charities like CAUDWELL Children, Keep a Child Alive, and Red Cross among others. Houston did many other charities that cared for the homeless and children with cancer and AIDS. On top of her socials accomplishments, she is the only artist who has ever had their own rendition of the United States national anthem to reach the Billboard top 100.
Bill Gates (Business leader)
Bill Gates aged 62 years is a founder of Microsoft which is within the Tech Industry. He started Microsoft Company in 1975 and he made his fortune through selling the company’s shares; he started this company after dropping from Harvard. Together with his wife, Melinda, in 2000 they established The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation which is the largest private charity across the globe. The charity is focusing on ways through which it can help in solving global issues such as hunger and empower the poor people in the societies.
Douglas MacArthur (Military Leader)
He is an American five-star general and field marshal of the Philippine Army and he was born in 1880 and died in 1964. During the 1930s, he served as the Chief of Staff of the US Army and played a prominent role in the Pacific theatre during the Second World War. He was one of the only five men who rose to the rank of General of the Army in the United States Army. Also, he conducted a reconnaissance mission, for which he was nominated for the Medal of Honor. 





The growth of African-American Freedom
Introduction
During the American colonial period, black Africans were treated harshly. They were denied various rights and freedom, therefore, being exposed to mass suffering. African-American offered labor on farms without getting any payment. They worked for long hours, and no one was concerned about their well-being. As a result, a lot of black Americans died during the colonialism period due to torture while others suffered from various infections. However, a group of people of good will especially missionaries fought tirelessly towards abolishing the slave trade. They enlightened the American society on the importance of eradicating color discrimination as well as racism. 
Since the colonialism era, black Americans have been considered as full American citizens, and they exercise their freedom and rights as it is the case with the other Americans. Although racism has not been fully eliminated in America; a significant milestone has been attained. This paper, therefore, explores the growth of black American history from the colonial period to the present day while outlining the involved activities. 
The Process of Attaining African-American Freedom
Millions of enslaved Africans were shipped to America through the Atlantic Ocean approximately five hundred years ago (Walton, Smith & Wallace, 2017). The main aim of shipping the enslaved Americans was to avail cheap labor in the fast-growing American agricultural and industrialization sector. However, the enslaved Africans were treated brutally and exposed to torture. Due to pressure from people of goodwill and inspiration by American independence, slavery was abolished in 1804. However, the shipping did not stop since the African continent was still under colonialism and labor was highly required in American firms and industries. According to Levesque (2018), by 1860, approximately four million African-Americans were enslaved and lived in the south of America. The industrial revolution led to increased shipping of enslaved Africans to America. The African-Americans only availed labor to the firms and industries whereby they were paid small amounts of money as others worked for free. The lives of the slaves were constrained in various important ways as they were required to get the finest of their circumstance. 
African-Americans were highly discriminated in the society and were denied their freedoms and rights. The children did not go to school, but they learned reading and writing from the white missionaries. However, the individuals caught teaching African-Americans were arrested and exposed to a considerable fine. In 1883, convicted African-Americans were enacted to be used outside the prison for manual labor whereby they were to return the cells after the work was over (Earle, 2016). Although laws were passed granting various African-American rights such as voting, they were discriminated against by color, race, and race. The Supreme Court is perceived as a friend of the black American, it would transform during re-establishment. The court protected segregation in all public institutions. 
In 1905, Jim Crowe laws were placed at state legislation level (Earle, 2016). The rules were arrogant on African-American since they insisted on coloring discrimination and segregation. Despite some statutes demanding for avoiding discrimination and racism the rulings could not favor black Americans since Americans considered them weak and treated them in an inhuman manner (King, 2016). The involved decisions were destroyed by the court in the process of applying the formulated civil rights. The Supreme Court reigned that it was illegal to tell anyone that they should not segregate. This indicated that African-American would legally continue undergoing discrimination in accessing the public services. 
The civil rights act which was formulated in 1878 was termed null and void by the Supreme Court. This is because the Supreme Court termed it unconstitutional to prohibit discrimination in public areas especially those about public transportation, parks, buses, and restaurants. The ruling of the Supreme Court protecting discrimination and what they referred to as American rights were witnessed in 1896 in a case involving Plessy versus Ferguson (King, 2016). Facilities offered to Americans should be better than those provided to the African-American according to the court. As a result of the Supreme Coat ruling schools and all public institutions would see American given priority. The rulings of the court did not seem to value African-Americans.
The end of the American civil war marked the end of slavery involving African Americans, and they were considered free citizens as everyone else did. However, slavery was not completely abolished as it was still practiced. The women movement which fought for women rights was granted the right to vote. In 1870 African-American men were given rights to vote by the Fifth Amendment and slave trade was abolished (Earle, 2016). However, the bitterness of white suffragists intensified since they considered black men to be making political gains. African-American women formed their suffrage organizations to fight for voting rights as they found it an essential tool in changing their condition. In the 1900s, black women participated in the voting processes whereby they had their ballot. 
After the world war, African Americans formed various organizations to air their grievances especially pertaining abolishment of segregation rules. Some of the witnessed activities include the Brown versus education case, the Montgomery bus boycott, sit-ins, Selma, watts amongst other riots (Levesque, 2018). The black power movement was also formed which aimed at ensuring that racial discrimination was curbed. The movements contributed majorly towards ensuring that African-Americans were granted their rights and freedom. As a result, African-Americans were eligible to vote and get an education. Although color discrimination in American is claimed to have been terminated, it still exists. However, the value of the life of African-Americans has increased significantly since they can access the public services like the Americans. Practicing racial or color discrimination in America is currently illegal, and stern actions are taken to anyone found in such acts. Due to the end of racial and color perception, America was witnessed to have the first black president in 2008 (Walton, Smith & Wallace, 2017). Barack Obama was the first black American black president in history. This indicates that racial segregation has reduced significantly and people of different color and race are treated equally in America.
Conclusion
African-Americans were treated harshly especially during the seventeenth and eighteenth century and some part of the nineteenth century. They were treated as slaved whereby they were exposed to forced labored and denied access to public services. Black Americans were not expected to participate in civic activities such as voting. However, currently America has transformed, and people of diverse backgrounds are treated equally irrespective of color or race. The process of abolishing racial discrimination was not easy since it has taken some time. Various people have contributed majorly towards eradicating color discrimination in America. Current all citizens are treated equally, and in 2008 we witnessed Barack Obama being crowned as American first black president. 
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Bill of Rights: U.S. Constitution Versus Nevada State Constitution
The U.S Bill of Rights has an imperative role in the U.S law and national government and is still a central sign of the national freedom and cultures. One of the original 14 copies of the Bill of Rights has been displayed at the Washington D.C National Archives. The Bill of Rights constitutes a group of mutually fortifying guarantees of rights and limitations on the state and national governments. On the 25th September 1789, Congress conveyed to the states 12 proposed amendments to the U.S Constitution (Baxter, 2013). On, 15 December 1791, the third till twelfth were approved by the states like the United States Bill of Rights. Madison had recommended the Bill of Rights to respond to the Constitution's challengers, comprising the Founding Fathers, who contended that the American Constitution should not be sanctioned as it was futile in defending the fundamental human liberty philosophies (Pederson, 2010).  George Mason influenced the Bill of Rights, 1689 English Bill of Rights, Age of Enlightenment Works pertinent to natural rights, and previous English partisan documents, the 1215 Magna Carta. 
Two other articles were recommended to the States, but only the last ten articles were approved fast and tally to the 1st till 10th Amendments to the U.S Constitution. The articles that were not supported include the first Article that dealt with the sum and apportionment of Representatives was never incorporated into the U.S Constitution. However, the second Article that restricted the ability of Congress to raise the members’ salaries was sanctioned after two centuries as the 27th Amendment. Even though they are assimilated into the "Bill of Rights" document, neither article institutes a right as the term is applied today (Yero, 2006). Accordingly, since the term had been used to refer to the first ten amendments years before the endorsement of the 27th Amendment, "Bill of Rights" in the contemporary U.S. is used to refer to ten amendments that were sanctioned in 1791.
The Nevada Constitution was formed on 4th July 1864 by delegates who had been chosen at the Carson convention, and it was ratified on 7th September 1864. Nevada constitution is the decree that governs the Nevada people as an autonomous entity of the U.S. The Constitution was later effected on 31st October 1864 when Nevada achieved its statehood after Lincoln declared that the Nevada State had been acknowledged into the Union on an identical basis with the states (Bowers & Nevada, 2014). The Nevada Constitution contains two prefix provisions; preamble; 19 Articles of which the 18th Article was revoked in 1992; and the suffix provision. By contrast, the Nevada constitution is nearly twice longer than the US constitution as it is broken down into portions, which are protracted from the US constitution provisions.
In the U.S, the government’s constitution seeks to serve the full set of all Union states and highlights most of the states’ constitutions. The government has accorded the Union states to form independent constitution drafts based on the US constitution. This is aimed at avoidance of any discrepancies and allow the citizens to have their laws and rules for governing themselves. The State of Nevada’s constitution is longer than the US constitution as it offers explanations and clauses incorporated to consider the willpower of Nevada people as a part of a greater Union. Democracy is a scheme that was established with the citizens’ freedom in mind, and thus Nevada just like any other state articulates its freedom through its constitution. Similarly, the Nevada constitution is a text that is used in expressing the people’s sovereignty.
Some features of the Nevada Constitution that differ to the USA constitution comprises the bill of rights. Here, in the Nevada draft, the preliminary bill of rights is retained contrasted with the U.S bill of rights. Nevada’s bill of rights was sanctioned in 1791 and was prepared from ten various amendments to the American constitution. The State of Nevada constitution was endorsed in September 1864. Nevada is one of the nineteen states within the USA that have endured and operated with the preliminary draft constitution. The drafting of section 1 of the Nevada constitution assures the primary fortification of individual rights from State infringement (Nevada, 1970). In comparison, the Nevada bill of rights pledges more freedom and rights as matched to the federal bill of rights. In this case, the phrasing is indicative to Jefferson’s declaration of independence where “all men are equal and free by nature, have some inalienable rights, like those of defending and enjoying life and liberty acquiring, protecting and possessing property while obtaining and pursuing safety and happiness. 
The constitution relinquishes its powers over civil rights in regards to the federal laws thus irrespective of the restrictions imposed by the State; individuals have a superior ability to appeal to the national government when various factors interfere their rights. Section 9 of the Nevada Constitution, the rights to press and speech are incorporated. Concerning individual rights, the Nevada State constitution also has 19 articles that were presented by the protection of individual rights in the initial phases (Nevada, 1970). Contrastingly, the US laws did not have these articles at the start, but later they were incorporated. Moreover, the Nevada constitution is more specific on individual rights and the state limits about the individual rights in comparison to the U.S constitution that is not specific. Therefore, the vague tactic in the specification of the protection of the rights and liberties makes the Nevada structure the better selection when it comes to individual rights. The imprecise articulation of the U.S Bill of rights has led to a massive outcry by government spying of its citizens. In a democratic world, everybody’s rights should be valued and upheld but democracy alone does not defend these rights, and so rules and protocols have to be supported to make sure that the rights are protected by the law.
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